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ACTION DPW-OI 

INTO OCT-OI EUR-I2 EA-07 lO-IO ISO-00 DHA-02 CIAE-00 PM-04 

H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 /079W 

073547 

R 101035Z NOV 75 
PM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5595 
INPO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 
JCRC SAMAE SAN, TH 
CINCPAC 
CINCEUR 
DIA WASHDC 

CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 6217 

CINCPAC POR POLAD 

BANGKOK POL/MIL PASS COL. VAUGHN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OREP, LA, US 

SUBJ: PROPOSED TRAVEL BY HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON MIA'S 

REF: A.) STATE 255669 (DTG 282340Z OCT 75) 

B) VIENTIANE 6077 (DTG 300918Z OCT 75) 

C) USDAO VIENTIANE 1364 NOV 75 (DTG 070440Z NOV 75) 

D) VIENTIANE 5326 (DTG 091 130Z JULY 1974) 

1. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH, IN ITS DISCUSSIONS WITH COM- 
MITTEE MEMBERS AND STALE BEPORE PROPOSED TRIP OUTLINED 
IN REP A, TO WARN CODEL THAT LAO PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
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OP NATIONAL UNION INTEREST IN POW/MIA MATTERS WHICH WAS 
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NOT GREAT DURING CONGRESSMAN MONTGOMERY'S VISIT HERE 
LAST YEAR (REE D), HAS SINCE DECLINED EVEN EURTHER WITH 
COMPLETE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OE THE COUNTRY. THIS HAS 
MOST RECENTLY BEEN REELECTED IN CONVERSATIONS DEEENSE 
ATTACHE HAD WITH COL. PHAO BOUNNAPHOL (REP C) WHO WAS 
PORMERLY THE COMMUNIST CADRE RESPONSIBLE POR POW/MIA 
MATTERS ON THE JOINT COMMISSION TO IMPLEMENT THE ACCORDS. 

PHAO TOLD THE DEEENSE ATTAPHE THAT SUCH RESPONSIBILITY 
NOW RESTED WITH THE MINISTRY OP POREIGN APPAIRS, BUT 
COULD NOT NAME ANY PARTICULAR INDIVIDUAL IN THAT MINISTRY 
WHOM WE MIGHT CONTACT OTHER THAN THE MINISTER. 

2. THE JCCIA HAS CEASED TO EXIST. THE DEEENSE MINISTRY 
TO HAVE LITTLE ROLE OTHER THAN COORDINATING 
SEMINARS POR OPFICERS OP THE PORMER ROYAL LAO ARMY. ITS 
MINISTER, PHENG PHONGSAVAN (FORMER VIENTIANE SIDE 
NEUTRALIST), AND SECRETARY OF STATE GEN. KHAMOUANE BOUPHA 
("PATRIOTIC NEUTRALIST") ARE, HOWEVER, USUALLY IN TOWN 

AND WE COULD PROBABLY OBTAIN APPOINTMENTS POR CODEL WITH 
THEM. 

3. THE MINISTRY OP POREIGN AFPAIRS HAS MORE OFTEN THAN 
NOT OP LATE NOT HAD ITS MINISTER PRESENT IN VIENTIANE. 

MINISTER PHOUMI VONGVICHIT HAS RETURNED TO LAOS PROM 
MEDICAL TREATMENT IN CHINA, BUT LINGERS AT VIENGSAY 
AND WE HAVE NOT HEARD ANY SUGGESTION THAT HE WILL COME 
TO VIENTIANE SOON. ACTING MINISTER, PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH, 

HAS BEEN SPENDING A LOT OP TIME AT VIENGSAY, BUT RE- 
TURNED TO VIENTIANE ON NOVEMBER 8. WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHEN HE WILL LEAVE AGAIN. THEREFORE, THE MINISTRY 

IS MORE OFTEN THAN NOT HEADED BY SECRETARY OP STATE 

KITHONG VONGSAY WITH SECRETARY GENERAL NAKKHALA SOUVANNAVONG 

AND DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS, CHANSAMONE VONGSAPHAY, 

THE NEXT SENIOR OPFICERS. ALL ARE PORMER VIENTIANE 
SIDE, RELATIVELY PRIENDLY AND ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT POWER. 

THE APPARENT REAL POWER AT THE MINISTRY ON DAY-TO-DAY 
QUESTIONS IS CHEP DE CABINET SOUBANH SRITHIRATH, A YOUNG 
COMMUNIST CADRE WHO IS A GRADUATE OP THE PRENCH MILITARY 
ACADEMY AT ST. CYR. SOUBANH IS DIPPICULT TO GET TO SEE 
WHEN HE KNOWS HARD SUBJECTS ARE TO BE RAISED. 
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4. SOTH PETHRASY THE PORMER LPF REPRESENTATIVE IN VIENTIANE 
IS PERMANENTLY AT VIENGSAY AND, IN ANY CASE, WAS REPLACED IN 
THAT POSITION BY SANAN SOUTHICHACK, A MEMBER OP THE LPP CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE, WHO HAS BEEN DIVIDING HIS TIME THE LAST FEW WEEKS 
BETWEEN LUANG PRABANG AND VIENGSAY. WE HAVE HAD NO OCCASION TO 
CONTACT THE CTING REPRESENTATIVE SONE KHAMVANEVONGSA. 
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5. THERE REMAINS THE TWO PRINCES; SOUPHANOUVONG IS ALMOST 
NEVER IN VIENTIANE, SPENDING MOST OF HIS TIME IN LUANG PRABANG 
OR VIENGSAY. THE PRIME MINISTER IS HERE MOST OF THE TIME. 

WE SHOULD SEEK AN APPOINTMENT FOR THE CODEL WITH HIM, BUT HE IS 
OLD AND TIRED AND DISLIKES DISCUSSING SUBJECTS WHICH ACCENTUATE 
THE FACT THAT HE NO LONGER HAS ANY POWER. UNFORTUNATELY, 

THE QUESTION OF AN ACCOUNTING OF POW/MIAS IS PROBABLY 
ONE OF THOSE SUBJECTS. 

6. THEREFORE, WHEN THE CODEL'S PLANS ARE MADE FINAL, WE 
WOULD SUGGEST TO THEM THAT THEY ASK US TO MAKE APPOINT- 
MENTS FOR THEM WITH THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS: 

A. PRIMEMINISTER SOUVANNA PHOUMA. 

B. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH. 

C. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS KITHONG 
VONGSAY (IF PHOUNE IS NOT AVAILABLE). 

D. CHEF DE CABINET SOUBANH SRITHIRATH (IF PHOUNE 
IS NOT AVAILABLE). 

E. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENSE GEN. KHAMOUANE BOUPHA. 

F. CTING LAO PATRIOTIC FRONT REPREENTATIVE SONE KHAMVANEVONGSA. 

7. IT IS PROBABLE THAT CODEL WILL OBTAIN NOTHING BUT 

POLITE MURMURINGS AND EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN FROM NON-COMMUNIST 
LAO WHOM THEY MEET WITH. THE COMMUNISTS ARE LIKELY TO TIE ANY 
PROGRESS ON POW/MIA MATTERS TO OUR FULFILLING WHAT THEY CONSIDER 
OUR OBLIGATION TO GIVE ASSISTANCE TO "HEAL THE WOUNDS OF WAR" 

IN LAOS AND MAY TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OF THE CODEL'S VISIT TO 
INQUIRE AS TO WHAT IS HOLDING UP THIS "PROMISED " AID. 

CORCORAN 
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